The Hon. Alfred Vincent "Tim"
Covello

February 18, 2025

The Honorable Alfred Vincent “Tim” Covello died on February 18, 2025 with
his wife, Carol, by his side. His 92 years were marked by the extraordinary
number of lives he touched as a friend, family member, pilot, judge, teacher,
student, musician, and in countless other roles.

He is survived by his wife, Carol Covello of Naples, Florida, his son Timothy
Covello and his wife Diane of West Hartford, Connecticut, his daughter Nancy
Murray and her husband Hugh, also of West Hartford, and his grandchildren
Allyson Covello and her husband, Imran Cronk, Helena Murray, Matthew
Covello, and George Murray. He is also survived by his several nieces,
nephews and his brother-in-law and sister-in-law Orest and Patricia Bliss of
Naples, Florida.

Judge Covello was born and raised in Hartford, Connecticut. His father, Frank
Covello, was a lawyer and a judge. His mother, Bernadine Neville Covello,
was an expert horticulturalist. Tim and his sister, Carol, grew up on Oxford
Street. Judge Covello raised his own family in West Hartford, then spent 17
years living in a home he built on the Metacomet Ridge in Farmington. He
returned to Hartford for several years and ultimately relocated to Naples,
Florida where he spent his last years.

Judge Covello attended the Loomis School, graduating in 1950 and remaining



deeply connected to the school for the rest of his life. He spent 7 years as
President of the school’s Alumni Association and served on its Board of
Trustees for more than a decade. Both of his children and two of his four
grandchildren were also educated at Loomis.

After Loomis, Judge Covello attended Harvard College, graduating in 1954.
As with Loomis, Harvard remained a large part of his life for much longer than
the four formative years he was enrolled there. He was a proud drummer in
the Harvard University Band. Once again, his children followed his path, both
attending Harvard and both playing in the Band. Judge Covello was a member
of the pit orchestra of the Hasty Pudding Theatricals, and 60 years later his
granddaughter, Allyson, was also a member. He was a dedicated fan of and
season ticket holder for the Harvard Football team, attending games with the
same core group of friends for over 4 decades.

Following Harvard, Judge Covello enlisted in the Army. He served his country
for two years active duty at Fort Dix and two more as a Reservist.

Judge Covello also took a flying lesson shortly after graduating from college.
He loved flying so much he never stopped. He was an airline transport pilot,
qualified in single engine, multi-engine, and sea planes, and he shared his
passion with others as a certified flight instructor. Over the decades he taught
scores of people to fly. He logged over 4800 hours of flight time, and many
more hours at the airfield with fellow flight enthusiasts. Once again, he passed
this love onto his children, both of whom are also pilots and who spent
countless hours flying with their dad. For many years, Judge Covello was also
a Director of the New England Air Museum.

In 1957 he met Suzanne Rafferty, and they were married on September 6,
1958. He and Suzanne had three years of wedded bliss, and then their son,
Timothy, was born in 1961. Nancy followed in 1965. Judge Covello loved



being a husband and father, and he and Suzanne embraced their family with
all their hearts. What with climbing mountains, roofing houses, projects galore,
Indian Guides, parties and vacations with friends who became extended
family, the decades of raising children were very rich for Tim and Suzanne.

Judge Covello received his legal training at the University of Connecticut
School of Law. After graduation in 1960, Judge Covello engaged in the
general practice of law in Hartford County for 14 years, first with Bieluch,
Barry & Covello and then with Gross, Hyde & Williams. During that period he
also served as Corporation Counsel for the Town of West Hartford. In 1974,
Governor Tom Meskill (also a private pilot) gave Attorney Covello the
opportunity to become Judge Covello. If someone wonders in what court
Judge Covello served, the answer is “all of them.” He was first a judge on the
old Connecticut Circuit Court and then the Court of Common Pleas, followed
by a long period as a Superior Court Judge. During his service as a Superior
Court Judge, Judge Covello developed a reputation for unfailing graciousness
to all involved in the judicial system; he addressed everyone with the utmost
respect as “sir” or “madam” regardless of station. He then served in the
Appellate Session of the Superior Court, and in 1987 joined the Connecticut
Supreme Court. In 1992, he was appointed as a United States District Judge
for the District of Connecticut. He was the Chief Judge of that Court from 1998
until 2003 when he took senior status. He continued to serve as a Senior
Judge until his full retirement in 2022.

As a Supreme Court Justice and federal District Court Judge, Judge Covello
helped mold the careers of young lawyers who served as his law clerks and

judicial interns. While teaching them to write, he also instilled in all of them a
profound respect for the law and an understanding of the privilege of being a
lawyer. And he also taught them how to have fun while attaining the highest

levels of professional success.



Judge Covello often said that the most rewarding thing he did as a federal
judge was to preside over citizenship proceedings for immigrants becoming
US citizens. He made a point of welcoming each new American, and even
performed two such ceremonies at the Loomis Chaffee School to instill in the
students there the great honor of American citizenship. His highest
compliment, which he bestowed often, was to call someone a “Great
American.”

Judge Covello spent four decades as a trustee of the Mortensen Foundation,
providing funding for projects big and small that have made the Hartford area
a more vibrant place.

In addition to his home in the Hartford area, Judge Covello had deep ties with
Biddeford, Maine and Naples, Florida. The Covello Family spent time in both
places from the 1970’s until the present.

Judge Covello was a proud member of the bass section of the Saint Peter
Claver Choir from the 1980’s until he moved to Florida in 2022. As with most
of his activities, Tim was an anchor of that group (despite his self-deprecation
of his own singing voice). He formed and maintained lifelong friendships,
singing with his fellow choir members through worship, weddings, funerals,
and other celebrations.

In 1997, Tim’s wife Suzanne died unexpectedly from pneumonia. Her passing
profoundly disrupted Judge Covello’s world.

Fortunately, he met and fell in love with Carol Santry. Carol and Tim married in
2006, and she opened him up to new and different experiences for the second
act of his adult life. Extensive travel, opera, skiing, fine art, new friends and

old, she made sure that Judge Covello did not stagnate but continued to grow



and experience new things.

When “Young Tim” and Nancy started families of their own, Judge Covello
embraced his new role as Father-In-Law to Diane and Hugh, and then as
Papa to Allyson, Helena, Matt, and George. He took a keen interest in them
and in all their activities. The annual reading of The Night Before Christmas on
Christmas Eve to his children and then to his grandchildren continued from
1962 almost through the present.

In 2022, Judge Covello and Carol relocated full time to Naples, Florida. He
spent his last three years at Moorings Park, receiving love and care as his
health and faculties declined. He continued to sing, he served as President of
the Resident’s Council, and he was a joy to everyone he encountered there.
Judge Covello packed a lot into his 92 years. He leaves behind a legacy of
professional accomplishment, family, and friendship that inspires everyone
who knew him.

A funeral will be held at the Church of Saint Peter Claver in West Hartford,
Connecticut on April 2, 2025 at 11:00 am, with calling hours the day before on
April 1, 2025 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm and from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm at the
Saint Peter Claver Parish Hall. In lieu of flowers please consider a donation in
Judge Covello’s memory to either the Elizabeth Park Conservancy
(elizabethparkct.org) or the New England Air Museum (neam.org).



Previous Events

Calling Hours

APR 1. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Parish Center St. Peter Claver Church
47 Pleasant St

West Hartford, CT 06107-1600

(860) 561-4235

Calling Hours

APR 1. 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Parish Center St. Peter Claver Church
47 Pleasant St.
West Hartford, CT 06017

Funeral Service

APR 2. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Peter Claver Church

47 Pleasant St

West Hartford, CT 06107-1600
(860) 561-4235



Tribute Wall

| was first introduced to Tim over 50 years ago - one of my
husband's "flying buddies”. Tim and my husband had shared many
fun times both with flying and socially and we continued to after
Bryant and | married. To know Tim was to love him, he was kind,
funny and brilliant. When our daughter was born we could think of
no one better to be her godfather than Tim. As our children grew,
Tim insisted that they must go to the Loomis Chaffee School, which
was quite a long way from where we lived. Tim's persistence
prevailed and in retrospect | am so thankful. Mostly, | feel blessed
and grateful that | can say Tim was a friend. Rest in peace dear
friend.

Betsy Andrews

Elisabeth P Andrews - April 01, 2025 at 10:28 AM
Love, the Tanguay & Guignard families
purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for

the family of The Hon. Alfred Vincent "Tim"
Covello.

Love, the Tanguay & Guignard families - April 01, 2025 at
07:19 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
The Hon. Alfred Vincent "Tim" Covello.

March 31, 2025 at 09:04 AM


https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Judge Covello was my ground school instructor at Charter Oak
Aviation circa 1990. He exuded unflappable quiet confidence -
superior qualities in a pilot - and was an example to his students.
You knew he was a gentleman's gentleman from a (nautical) mile
away.

Peter Corliss - March 30, 2025 at 03:56 PM



To a Great Man!

To a Kind Man!

To a Caring Man!

To a True Gentle-Man!

Once upon a time, almost 50 years ago, a young German boy
applied for a program to enrol him in a US college preparatory
school to learn and enlarge his horizon.

Little did he know what a life-changing experience would come out
of this application and that he would significantly enlarge his family -
if not in formal kinship yet in spirit and friendship!

The people who made this true miracle come about were

>>>> The Hon. Alfred V. Covello <<<<<

- the great man whom we mourn today - and his late first wife,
Suzanne.

Mean to "just” give the young German kid an introduction to life in
the United States before entering his boarding school, they gave SO
much more

@ Love and affection

¥ Guidande and counselling

@V A home to the boys sister for a full year so she could also the
same school

@ An anchorpoint for his second sister while she was a boarding
student

and lifelong friendship between our families with family reunions on
both sides of the Atlantic and ties and friendship passed down



through the generations.

A generation later the wonderful man and his equally wonderful
children and children-in-law counceled the "boy's" daughter while
attending boarding school and - in true tradition of their parents -
took turns in hosting and educating his son while he attended

school in West Hartford as well.

May you enjoy eternal peace and happiness for all the good you did
and for making this family miracle happen!

Forever grateful,
the Schneider family.

Klaus Schneider - March 30, 2025 at 11:22 AM
Klaus S. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of The Hon. Alfred
Vincent "Tim" Covello.

Klaus S. - March 30, 2025 at 10:57 AM
A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of The Hon. Alfred Vincent "Tim"

Covello.

March 25, 2025 at 04:21 PM



Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of The Hon. Alfred Vincent "Tim" Covello.

March 25, 2025 at 04:21 PM


https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

To Alfred Timothy Covello, Your Honor

| never contemplated the true meaning of the phrase “Your Honor”
until meeting Tim. As a young lawyer it was a phrase we learned to
address a Judge. It was no different than using Mr., Mrs., or Miss. It
was a polite form of expression used in society.

But today as in the past for Tim "Your Honor" means more. What it
means and what it conveys is what every person should strive for.

Honor many years ago referred to an exalted rank or position;
dignity, distinction or an honorable personality. Formerly (and still in
rustic speech) it was given to any person of rank or quality; now it is
formal title for the holders of certain offices, especially judges.

A few years ago | came across an article about Edgar Lee
Masters. Edgar Lee Masters was an attorney in lllinois. In 1903 he
accepted Clarence Darrow's offer of a partnership. The firm was
known as

Darrow, Masters and Wilson. But more importantly he authored the
Spoon

River Anthology, which is one of the most significant books of the
early

20th century. One of the poems in the Anthology gives us the true
meaning

of the term “Your Honor”. It rang true in 1916, and it still rings true
in 2025. It is the last line that | am sure we all can appreciate.

“SUPPOSE you stood just five feet two, And had worked your way
asa

grocery clerk,

Studying law by candle light Until you became an attorney at law?
And then suppose through your diligence, And regular church
attendance,

You became attorney for Thomas Rhodes, Collecting notes and
mortgages,



And representing all the widows In the Probate Court?

And through it all

They jeered at your size, and laughed at your clothes And your
polished boots?

And then suppose

You became the County Judge?

And Jefferson Howard and Kinsey Keene, And Harmon Whitney,
and all

the giants

Who had sneered at you, were forced to stand Before the bar and
say

"Your Honor"-

Well, don't you think it was natural That | made it hard for them?”
94. Judge Selah Lively, Edgar Lee Masters (1868-1950), Spoon
River Anthology, (1916)

Tim never made it hard for any one.

If anything, it was natural for him to treat us as equals. Equals in
the sense that he recognized that he was

A member of humanity;

An attorney; and

An Attorney who was fortunate to have received a promotion to the
positions of Judge of the Courts of Connecticut.

Today we want to honor Tim. Because he honored us by treating us
as equals. He honored us with his humility and compassion.

This honor that we have today is an honor that is not only deserved,
but

one that we gladly give.

So today, | say to “Tim Covello” and his loved ones “Your Honor”

Ken Laska - February 23, 2025 at 01:53 PM



Thank you for this lovely post!

Nancy Murray - February 23, 2025 at 09:53 PM

Such a loss. My deepest condolences to the entire Covello family. |
had the great honor of having him as an instructor during ground
school when | got my pilot’s license and then serving as a law clerk
in the CT Supreme Court when he was serving as an Associate
Justice. A true gentleman and a scholar. May his memory be for a
blessing.

Daniel Klau - February 22, 2025 at 02:10 PM

Judge Covello was from another age: courteous, measured,
thoughtful in both senses of the word, smart, a respecter of
everyone who came before him, and an upholder of the law,
however that fell in a particular case. Such a loss but ii Want to
remember with gratitude the difference he made for the better in so
many lives. He was indeed the "Honorable" Alfred V. Covello. With
thanks, Christine (whitehead)

christine whitehead - February 22, 2025 at 12:43 PM

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the
family of The Hon. Alfred Vincent "Tim" Covello.

February 21, 2025 at 08:45 PM


https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.molloyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

May his memory be a blessing, and our condolences to Tim's family.
He was a great friend to my dad, Nick Margolis

February 21, 2025 at 06:53 PM

My condolences to Tim's family. Tim was a great man and one of the
greatest judges in Connecticut. He was an inspiration to many lawyers
and colleagues on the bench. Sam Teller

Samuel H. - February 22, 2025 at 03:22 PM



