Tatiana Vessova Gotcheva
August 15, 2023

Tatiana Vessova Gotcheva, 62, of West Hartford, CT, passed away peacefully
surrounded by family on Tuesday, August 15th, 2023, in Yale New Haven
Hospital, after a ten-month valiant battle with Acute Myeloid Leukemia.
Tatiana was born on April 14, 1961, to Roza & Vesso Mazgalov in llindentsi,
Bulgaria. In her childhood, Tatiana lived with her older sister, Valentina
Marinopolska, and her parents in Sandanski, Bulgaria where her parents were
teachers. During her childhood, she fell in love with Pirin Mountain, frequently
visiting Popina Laka with her family for holidays. Popina Laka held a special
place in Tatiana’s heart, filling her with happiness and joy every time she
would visit.

After Tatiana graduated high school from “SOU P.K. lavorov” in 1979, she
went on to study Mathematics at Sofia University in Sofia, Bulgaria. It is in
college where she met, fell in love, and, in 1982, married lvan Stanev
Gotchev. They went on to have two children, Stanislav Gotchev and Rossitza
Gotcheva, and lived happily together for more than 40 years.

After graduating college with a MS in Mathematics Education in 1984, she
continued her education at Sofia University and completed consequently a
Second Qualification Degree in 1985 and a First Qualification Degree (similar
to the Ed.D. degree in US) in 1991. Tatiana started her lifelong teaching
career at “87th Secondary School” in 1985 where she taught Mathematics for
four years followed by ten years of teaching at “8 SOU Vasil Levski” in Sofia,
Bulgaria.



In 1999, Tatiana and Ivan moved their family to the United States. They lived
in Bangor, Maine for two years, where Tatiana became the “Mom” to many
Bulgarian students at University of Maine at Orono, always being there for
them to listen, hosting parties and cooking Bulgarian food to give them some
comfort of ‘home’.

In 2001, Tatiana and lvan settled in West Hartford, Connecticut where Tatiana
worked as an Adjunct Mathematics Professor at Central Connecticut State
University for 21 years and at the University of Connecticut for 17 years.
Tatiana was a great educator, was beloved by many and positively impacted
so many students’ lives throughout her career. She loved teaching math. One
of the last things she said before she passed away was “l wish | had more
time to teach math to my grandkids.”

In Connecticut, Tatiana was at the center of the Bulgarian community. She
loved hosting large gatherings and cooking Bulgarian food. There was always
laughter, singing, dancing and many good times shared with family and
friends. Tatiana was loved by everyone who had the privilege of knowing her.
Her superpower was her ability to love unconditionally. Every person she met
felt her love, warmth, and her amazing, ‘bear hugs’. She was a true, trusted
friend. A shoulder to lean on, a great listener, and most importantly an
incredible mother, wife and a ‘funny baba’ as her grandkids liked to call her.
Tatiana loved to travel. She was always excited to go on a new travel
adventure, especially one that she could share with family and friends. One of
her favorite places to visit was the Caribbean, especially Jamaica. ‘Jumping’
the waves in the turquoise water, soaking in the sun, and relaxing on the
beach brought her peace and true happiness. When Tatiana took her last
breath, the image on the TV in her hospital room changed to a picture of a
Caribbean beach.

Tatiana was predeceased by her parents Roza & Vesso Mazgalov. She is
survived by her husband Ivan Gotchev, her children Stanislav Gotchev and
Rossitza Gotcheva, her daughter-in-law Alexandrina Tzanova, her son-in-law
David Pinho, and her two grandchildren lan Pinho, and Anabella Gotchev.



Tatiana is also survived by her sister, Valentina Marinopolska, and her family,
Stefan, Atanas, Ina, Stefani, and Vesselina; by her brother-in-law Vasil
Gocheyv, and his family Aneliya, Kalin, Dimitar and Sophie; by her sister-in-law,
Nedialka Gocheva; by her godchildren Billie Marcheva, Neli Marcheva, and
Mihail Sirmanov; by numerous cousins and their families, as well as many
beloved friends.

Services will be held at Molloy Funeral Home in West Hartford on Saturday,
August 19, 2023, at 10:30 am. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations
to be made to the American Red Cross, an organization that helped extend
Tatiana’s live during her battle with leukemia
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Molloy Funeral Home - August 17, 2023 at 03:52 PM



U3bpaxme Oa Kaxem Ha Hawama firobuma TaHe4yka, 8 nocredHus U
3eMeH 4Yac, mosa cmuxomeopeHue, HarucaHo om Nems [yb6aposa
npes Oane4Hama 1975 eo0uHa, 3awomo sespeame, Ye TaHs we
npodb/mKu Oa xueee, 3a8pblaliku ce 8uHaz2u 8b8 Haulume 04U,
pbue, copua u ym:

lNonumat dememo: ,Kakeo e xusoma?”
U sanedali ce 8 scHUmMe 0emcKu o4u;
8b8 msx we npobrecHe y4yydeHa Homa
U 8 o0meogop OemcKuUsim CMsIX We 38y4U.

,Kakeo e xxusombm?” - nonumau mnaoexa.
Llle yyew: ,Tosa e Kpacususi O€eH,

0eHsIm Mu Ha mriadocm, MeYymu U KOIMHEXU,
OeHsIm MU om c/ibHUe 0obpo o3apeH!”

A cmapeubm e2poxHars We Kaxe 2opeuwo:
,Obu4am xxusoma Kpacus, OKpUJIEH.
XKueombm e cKkbrnomo, cesimomo Hewo,
Koemo omuea cu 6agHo om MeH.”

Cnc cbwume Oymu 3anumau mozaasa

rnoema u crnywadu dobpe:

~»Kusombm, moea e, kKoemo ocmasa

Oa Ouwa, mynmu u ybgpmu cred cmbpmma.”

Irena Markova - August 30, 2023 at 11:17 PM



Ha TaHs ¢ 06u4 om 6bsieapckume U rnpusmernu 8 KbHeKmMuKkbm

Hawama marka crinomeHa epyrna Ha 6brizapume 8 KbHEKMUKbm
8He3arHo ocupomsi. 3acybuxme nobum 4oeek - Hawiama TaHs.
TaHs bewe cbpuyemo Ha epyrnama Hu.

TaHs1 bewe cMexbm 8 ycMugKkama Hu.

TaHs 6ewe criolikama, Kosimo HU Obpxxewe 3aedHo.

TaHs 6ewe Yoeekbm, KoUmo we mu rnodade pbka 8 mpyoeH
MOMEHM.

TaHs bewe MoOMuUYemo, KOeEmMO 8csika om Hac cMsmauwe 3a Hali-
0obpama cu ripusimersika.

Owe om nvpeust MomeHmM, 8 kolimo TaHs u MieaH Oolidoxa 8
KbHekmukbm, epamama Ha 0oma um bewe omeopeHa 3a me3su,
Koumo umam Hyx0a om fnomouw,, umam Hy>d0a om morinia Oyma unu
8KYyCHa XpaHa. Bcuyku nomMHuUm namnadxaHume Ha TaHu4ka,
8KyCcHUmMe roeayu u opyau nakomcmea. [loee4emo om Hac ce
cpewHaxme 3a Mbpeu Mbm MOYHO 8 KbWama Ha TaHs u ommoeasa
3ano4YyHa Hauemo xybago rpusimesicmeo, Koemo nocmeneHHo Hu
Haripasu e0OHO 3a0pyXHO, 20/1IMO bbri2apcKo cemelicmeao. Bcuyku
rnomHumMm 6e3yMHO gecesiume rapmuma, 8 Koumo ce cmeexme,
maHuysaxme u rneexme 00 Hacuma, Kpacususim U morbJi 251ac Ha
TaHs ce ussucsisawe Ha0 ocmaHanume U HU eodewe 8 neceHma,
maka kakmo 6asHo u 20pdo, ¢ 80uaHama anaea, ms rnogexoawe u
MakedoHCcKuUme xopa.

TaHs bewe HeseposimHa He caMO 8b8 8ecesiuemo, HoO U 8
pabomama cu. Bceku cemecmbp Ha uamuHaniume 22 200UHU Ms
npernodasawe HeyMopHO Ha cmydeHmume 8 Central u UConn. Tsa
obuyawe mamemamukama, obudawe cmydeHmume cu u
pabomeuwe 3a msx eceomdalHo.

TaHs1 oboxaeawe cemeticmeomo cu u bewe dywama my. MleaH
bewe ceemnuHama Ha 0eHs Uu. CnedsgalKku mexHuUs npumep,
CmaHucnas u Pocu cb3dadoxa YydecHuU cemelicmea ¢ A u
Helsud, a cnadkume u eHyd4ema UbH u AHU 51 obuyaxa u padeaxa
8ceKuU OeH.

Cped Hac, HellHUMe rpusmernu HIMauwe 4o8ek, Koumo Oa He e
dokocHam om mornnuHama u cbpdedyHocmma U. TaHs bewe



U3KITIOHYUMESIEH YOBEK C 8UCOK OyX, U3NbJIHEHa ¢ firobos, dobpoma,
Cblpu4yacmHocm u onmumMu3bM, paddasauwie cebe cu wedpo Ha
8CUYKU Hac.

TaHu4Ke, HUE He rpexussxme ¢ meb demcmeomo u mnadocmma,
HO ce cpewHaxme 8 0cObeHO 8aXKeH U CII0XKEH nepuod om xusoma
cu! lNpe3 nocriedHume rnose4e om 0sadecem 200UHU, NpeKkapaHu
3ae0Ho, mu bewe 00 Hac ¢ fib4Ye3apHama cu ycMmuska, ¢ Mbopume
cu cbeemu, ¢ be3kopucmHama cu rnomMouwl.

bnazodapum mu 3a npekpacHuUme Mu20o8e, rpexxussiHu 3ae0Ho,
Koumo Hukoea Hsama Oa 3abpasum! Obuyame me u we ocmaHew
B8e4YHO 8 cbpuama Hu, TaHuuyke! Noyusati 8 mup!

Irena Markova - August 30, 2023 at 11:10 PM

Ivan, my condolences to your and your family. | knew students who
had her as their math professor and loved her classes.

Dr. Katherine Hermes - August 22, 2023 at 06:52 PM

Jlensi TaHs, 3Ham 4Ye 3Haew, HO cmpawHO MHO20 me obu4am,
8CUYKU MHO20 me obuyame. BuHaau cu mu bura nesisi Ha MeH,
HUWo 4ye cme om pasru4yHu cemeucmea. MHO20 MU e mMbXXHO Ye
morsikoea ckopo mpsibeawe O0a cu mpbaHeuW, HO ce HadsisaM 4e cu
Ha no-006po Mscmo ceaa - 3acryasall 8CUYKO Hali-xybaego. Hu4yo
UeaH, Pocu, Ywko (3aedHo ¢ Ans u Dave) - MHO20 8u obu4am u eu

usnpawam cunu. Y

Nora Micheva - August 20, 2023 at 07:01 AM



Tanichka,
This is from your Bulgarian friends

Our small, tightly knit and harmonious group of Bulgarians living in
Connecticut is utterly heartbroken.

Because Tania was the heart and soul of our group.

Tania was our laughter.

Tania was the bond that held us together.

Tania was the person who would lend you a hand in a difficult
situation.

Tania was the girl whom every one of us considered her best friend.

From the very first moment of Tania and Ivan’s arrival in
Connecticut, the door to their home was always open to those who
needed help, a comforting word, or delicious food. How can anyone
of us forget Tania’s yummy eggplants, delicious ‘pogachi,” and other
tidbits! Most of us met for the first time at Tania’s house. And thus
began our deep friendship which gradually made us feel as part of
one big, cohesive Bulgarian family. We all remember the wildly
Joyful parties when we laughed, danced, sang to utter content.
Tania’s beautiful, gentle voice rang above the others as she slowly,
proudly, with her head held high would lead us into the Macedonian
hora.

Tania was equally amazing and dedicated to her profession. Every
semester of the last 22 years, she taught at the University of
Connecticut as well as the Central Connecticut State University.
She loved mathematics, she loved her students and was deeply
committed to them.

Tania adored her family and was its soul. lvan was its steady hand
and Tania’s shining star. Following their example, Stanly and Rosi
created marvelous families with Alya and David. Tania’s precious
grandchildren lan and Ani loved her and brought immense joy in her
life.



Tania was an incredibly high spirited person, full of love, goodness,
compassion and optimism, generously giving her best self to
everyone. All of us, her friends, were touched by her warmth and
kindness.

Tanichka, we were not part of your childhood and youth but we met
at a particularly important and challenging time of our lives. During
the twenty plus years spent together you were always by our side
with your beaming smile, wise advice and unremitting help.

We thank you for the delightful and unforgettable moments you

gave us.
We love you! You will always remain in our hearts, Tanichka! May
you rest in peace!

Olga Petkova - August 19, 2023 at 04:17 PM
We will never forget the kind and cheerful Tania. She left a big
footprint on our lives and will live in our memory forever. Alkalay
family

losif Alkalay - August 19, 2023 at 12:41 PM

My dear Tania, you were the kindest, good |
and funny person | know. You always be in

my heart, because | always will keep loving
you! Rest In Peace good soul and someday u
we can have our glass of wine together.

Sending my love and warm hugs to the family. Lina Alkalay

Lina Alkalay - August 19, 2023 at 12:36 PM



UeaHe u deuya, MHo20 obu4yam TaHs u 8ac u ]
MU € MHO20 MBbYHO 3a Hesl. VIcKpeHo su

cbyycmeam, TaHsi e Oywama Ha sawemo -
cemelicmeo U e Yo8eK KaKkb8mo psIOKo ce “
cpewa. He moza 0a 2080psi 3a Hesl 8 MUHaIIO

speme, rnoHe 3aceeaa . Criedux ¢ MHO20 MbKa 8CUYKO Ipe3 Koemo
ms MPemMuHa ...Kkakmo u 8Cu4ku sue. [pbxme ce 30pago eduH 3a
Opye u mucneme,dye ceea e Ha rno-0obpo msscmo. [Ja e ceemubiri
nbms U, Mup Ha rpaxa U ,8 pasi 0a 6boe!

Lopa Ankanat

Dora Alkalay - August 19, 2023 at 12:24 PM

0 file added to the tribute wall

Liza Micheva - August 18, 2023 at 10:06 PM

The Manev Family purchased the Sweet Sincerit
y for the family of Tatiana Vessova Gotcheva.

The Manev Family - August 18, 2023 at 08:57 AM

Irina B. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Tatiana Vessova
Gotcheva.

Irina B. - August 17, 2023 at 11:53 PM
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Thank you Tatiana for the love you have ]
shown my family from day 1. You will be

missed. Memory Eternal! Ron, Z, Svetlana
and Jack \*

Ron Greene - August 17, 2023 at 10:56 PM

1 file added to the album Tatiana

Ivan Gotchev - August 17, 2023 at 10:31 PM



