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Richard Tonino, 93, the devoted husband of Arline Colturi Tonino, father and
friend, entered into rest Sunday October 12, 2008 in West Hartford, where he
had made his home the past 48 years. Born in Worcester, MA, he was the son
of the late Desiderio and Rose Lazzerini Tonino. He was a graduate of
Wesleyan University where he played baseball and basketball and had a
lifelong passion for sports, especially golf. He worked as an accountant for
Pratt & Whitney Aircraft for over 30 years. He was a lector, and was a life-long
parishioner at St. Peter Claver Church. 
Richard was fascinated by the world around him, intellectually curious and
constantly reading. His interests ranged from oriental cultures, to astronomy,
to music, and economics and he imparted this enthusiasm to those around
him. Richard had a terrific sense of humor and a ready wit. He rapidly
endeared himself to everyone with his charming humor and friendly smile. In
all situations he was optimistic, seeing the humor, never despairing, and
seeing the best in those around him. He treated all those around him with
quiet respect and dignity, always showing the greatest kindheartedness to all
people – which people reflected back upon him. Along with his wife Arline, he
is survived by his two sons; Richard Tonino MD of Burlington, VT; Robert
Tonino and Anna, his beloved daughter-in-law, of West Hartford; two
grandchildren, Molly and Leath; his sister Rena Lenge of West Hartford and
many nieces, nephews, and friends. He was predeceased by his brother
Edward. Richard truly was one of the many in the "Greatest Generation",



exemplifying the utmost sense of duty, honor, and valor. He was drafted or
"called up" in Jan. 1942. While virtually blind in his left eye, he refused to
accept a medical deferment. Later in 1942, Pratt & Whitney requested he
accept a military defense work deferment which he again refused, and while in
Air Force Meteorology School at the University of Michigan he graduated first
in his class, and was offered a commission and a position as a Meteorology
instructor in Ann Arbor for the duration. 

 Refusing once again he insisted on serving overseas in a combat theater,
serving in the Army Air Corps Feb. 1942 – March 1946. Trained as a
meteorologist with the rank of Master Sergeant, he served with the 5th Army
Air Force – South Pacific Theater with active operations in New Guinea, the
Philippines and Okinawa. He also served occupation duty from August 1945
in Seoul, South Korea and Tokyo, Japan until his discharge. Funeral services
will be Saturday at 11:15 a.m. from the Molloy Funeral Home, 906 Farmington
Ave., West Hartford with the celebration of his Mass of Christian Burial at 12
Noon in St. Peter Claver Church West Hartford. Burial will be in Fairview
Cemetery, West Hartford. Calling hours are Friday from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at
the funeral home. Donations in his memory may be made to The Guild of St.
Agnes 104 Mayflower Rd. West Hartford, CT 06110 . Richard's family wishes
to express a special thanks to Dr. Gregory Walsh and to the staff at St. Mary
Home for all their care and kindness. Online messages of remembrance may
be made at www.molloyfuneralhome.com
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February 04, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Dear Bob, 
 
Sorry to hear about the loss of your Dad. I read his life story and he
sounds like an amazing guy. 
 
Yeah, I am still here in China after 16 years. I guess if you see Andi
Chang Donovan from time to time you'll know that. She pops in from
time to time. 
 
I just yesterday connected with Wayne Wall wwall@flimp.net after
almost 20 years and he is up there in B-Town doing fine with his
newest venture & same wife Pam. 
 
Again, most importantly my sincere condolensces for your Dad. 
 
Best, 
 
Bill##imported-begin##Bill Milewski##imported-end##

December 10, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dearest Arlene, Richard, Bob, Rena and Wives and Grandchildren, 
I did not know about Dick's passing until today. My heart is so sorry
for all of you. Dick was a fantastic person and very good friend and
neighbor. My parents loved him as family. We all felt he was a
person one could always count on the be there. My sympathy in
your time of sorrow.##imported-begin##Janet Conley##imported-
end##
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October 24, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Tonino family, 
 
I was so sorry to learn of your loss. I grew up with the Tonino and
Lenge kids in the same neighborhood and I have many happy
memories of those days. I also remember how your father never
failed to give me a wave and a big , friendly "hello" everytime I
passed by on my trudge up the hill. 
 
He was one of the last of the "original settlers" of Hunter Park and
they were all pretty special people. My sympathy and prayers are
with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jill##imported-begin##jill cunningham##imported-end##

October 15, 2008 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to the family. I worked with Dick for over twenty
years at P&WA, he had the most friendly attitude and was one of
the most sincere persons I ever knew. I enjoyed his company very
much. Dick was an allround great guy. My deepest
sympathy.##imported-begin##Willard Lewis##imported-end##
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October 15, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Arline, Bob and Anna; 
We are so sorry to have read about your loss. Having known
Richard for so many years, there was so much that we did not know
about him. He was truly a hero to our country! We will be away this
weekend, but wanted to make sure you knew that we will be saying
a prayer for you during this difficult time. 
God has a special place for those that put others before
themselves. We are sure that God has a very special place in
heaven for Richard. 
Frank Librio and Maria Librio Judge##imported-begin##Frank J.
Librio##imported-end##


