
Katherine Kelley
March 3, 1940 - December 29, 2007

Katherine Kati Kelley, of Bloomfield, passed away on Saturday December 29,
2007 at her home with her family by her side after a long and courageous
battle with cancer. She was born in Canadaiqua, NY, the daughter of the late
James and Mary Gartland. Kati leaves many friends and loved ones to cherish
her spirit and her memory. She is survived by her son Brian Kelley of Jericho,
VT, and her beloved grandson Jack Kelley. She graduated cum laude from
Stonehill College with a BS in Biology in 1961, and took graduate classes at
both Brandeis University and the University of Vermont College of Medicine.
She worked as a microbiologist at the Vermont Public Health Lab in Burlington
for ten years before returning to graduate school. She received her Masters of
Public Health and Doctoral of Public health from the University of North
Carolina, School of Public Health. She returned to her beloved State of
Vermont where she was supervisor of the Vermont Water Resources Lab, and
then Director of the Vermont Public Health Laboratories. In 1988, Kati went on
her Great Adventure when she became Chief of Sections of Laboratories for
the State of Alaska. In this position she was responsible for state labs in
Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau, and also spent one year as Director of
Public Health. She enjoyed traveling the Pacific Northwest and loved to have
family and friends visit her in Alaska so she could show them the culture and
natural beauty of the state. She returned to the East Coast to be the Chief of
the Laboratory Practice Training Branch at the Center for Disease Control in
Atlanta, GA and then took the position of Laboratory Director for the State of



Connecticut. Kati loved the arts and spent many of her weekends traveling to
the New York Metropolitan Opera or to live performances through out New
England. She published many articles in scientific journals and received many
awards. Most recently she was honored with the prestigious Charles Edward
Amory Winslow Lifetime Achievement Award, the highest professional
achievement award bestowed to a public health professional in Connecticut,
and was presented to her by Governor Jodi Rell. Kati dedicated her life to
public health, and will be greatly missed by her family and friends. Funeral
services will be held on Saturday Jan. 5th at 11:00 am at Sacred Heart Parish
Church, 26 Wintonbury Ave. Bloomfield. There will be an entombment
ceremony in Vermont at a later date. There are no calling hours. In lieu of
flowers, a gift to one of Kati s charities would be appreciated. The Gray
Cancer Center of Hartford Hospital where she received treatment, attn: Fund
Development 80 Seymour St. Hartford, CT 06102-5037 or the
Jericho/Underhill Land Trust, which works to protect the beauty of the Vermont
landscape which Kati loved at P.O. Box 80 Jericho, VT 05465-0080.
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January 23, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am a former Supervising Virologist from the State Lab in Hartford,
retired March 2002. I served with Dr. Kelley for several years. I
found her to be genuinely concerned for the welfare of her
employees, who made tremendous advances under her leadership.
She worked tirelessly to improve the working conditions in an old
and tired building, under difficult circumstances. She will be
missed.##imported-begin##Stephen Egbertson##imported-end##

January 13, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Brian: 
 
Your mom was a kind, sweet individual and was always smiling. I
only worked with her at the Vermont Department of Health for 2
years 1986-1988 when she was the Director. Under Kati guidance,
the toxicolgy testing program was started. I heard on occasions
stories of Kati travels. I was great to hear of her acomplishments in
Connecticut, my home state. 
My sincere condalences. Mom's are special and keep her memory
close to your heart.##imported-begin##Joe Ceresa##imported-
end##

January 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Brian, for some reason my first note did not print. I worked with your
Mom in the early days in Vt--when you were very young.. She was a
wonderful co-worker and friend. Helen Bailey also sends her love to
you. She is still in Burlington. If it is possible, we would like to know
if you have any Mass or service in Vt.##imported-begin##Jean
Anderson##imported-end##
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January 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

##imported-begin##Jean Anderson##imported-end##

January 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I worked with your mother as a Director of Health. As a former lab
person, we had a great deal in common. Kati's passing is a great
loss to public health. I will miss her as a colleague and friend. I, for
one, will do what I can to promote the naming of the new laboratory
in her honor.##imported-begin##Pat Checko##imported-end##

January 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

My deepest condolences to the Kelley family. It has been my great
pleasure and always a learning experience to have been a
colleague of Kati's since she came to the CT Department of Public
Health. She has earned my utmost respect and admiration for her
wisdom, professionalism, leadership, vision, and commitment to the
public health mission. She was a warm, supportive, and
compassionate person, a true role model for many of us, and a
treasured friend to me. Kati will truly be missed, and we owe her a
great debt for her many lasting contributions to our agency and our
state.##imported-begin##Elise Kremer##imported-end##


