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Jervis D. Kester, 88, of Bloomfield, CT, passed away at Hartford Hospital on
December 31, 2021. Born July 15, 1933, Jerry was raised on a wheat ranch in
Lind, Washington, the oldest son of Anne and George Kester. After earning a
B.S. in mechanical engineering at Washington State University, and while
completing his ROTC service in the U.S. Army Ordnance Corps, he started
his 36-year career at Pratt & Whitney Aircraft in 1956. 

In 1960 Jerry joined Pratt's Sound Group, charged with creating the design
innovations necessary for the company's JD3D engine to comply with jet-
aircraft noise restrictions newly imposed by the U.S. Government. After a
short stint on Pratt's Instrumentation Group, he managed the company's
Motion & Vibration Group, overseeing structural tests on fuel cells produced
for the Apollo space program. Advancing to senior project engineer in the late
1960s, Jerry headed Pratt's Acoustics Group, spearheading development of
the innovative JT9D, which would power Boeing's twin-aisle 747 "jumbo jet"
that first took to the skies in 1970. During the early 1980s, while earning his
M.B.A., he oversaw the development of Pratt's PW4000 engines. 

After retiring in 1992, Jerry enjoyed many round-the-world travels with his wife
Maureen, a former teacher, and also volunteered his expertise as a financial
planner. At age 68, he rekindled his childhood love of art and studied oil
painting at the West Hartford Art League, Farmington Valley Art Center, and



Art League of New Britain. During the decades Jerry and Maureen resided in
The Villages, Florida, he continued painting and exhibited his work at local art
shows. 

Leaving behind his cherished wife, Maureen (Glynn) Kester, as well as
daughters Pamela and Caroline Kester, sister-in-law Margaret Glynn, and
several grand- and great-grandchildren, Jerry will be sorely missed: a source
of intelligence, wisdom, and enduring patience.
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Bob Manzi - January 31, 2022 at 11:49 AM

Sharing my sympathies and peace for Jerry's family. 
 I vividly remember him and our general conversations when he

hired me as a “kid” in 1978. He was always positive, upbeat and
respectful. He actually remembered me from those days! It was
great during recent 'Old Timer' luncheons to continue discussions of
the issues we covered for the legacy P&W turbofan engines. Will
miss a good man. 

 May he rest in Peace. Bob Manzi

Jack McCann - January 27, 2022 at 03:00 PM

With over 50 years of friendship I have recognized Jerry as a
talented engineer, a special boss, and a partner in J&J Associates -
our post retirement consulting endeavor. But, most of all Jerry was a
valued friend. I enjoy many fond memories of our cruise to Alaska
with our wives. My condolences to Maureen and family. May God
bless you. 
R. I. P. Jerry. 
Jack McCann
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CAROL WILLS SCOVILLE - February 01, 2022 at 12:48 PM

As a longtime friend of Jerry & Maureen, I was saddened to learn of his
recent passing. Being aware of Maureen's memory loss, I wonder if
she will realize the situation. My deepest sympathy to Caroline & Pam,
who may remember me, and to Margaret. My thoughts and prayers are
with you all.

 Carol W. Scoville


