Donald F. Bradley, Jr. MD

April 8, 2018

Donald F. Bradley, Jr, MD passed peacefully at the age of 86 in his home on
Sunday, April 8, 2018. Born In New Haven, Connecticut in 1931 to Donald F.
Bradley and Orrill May Bradley, he was the eldest of five sons. He attended
The Hotchkiss School and Yale University and received his medical degree
from The New York Medical College in 1957. Following a year of internship at
Waterbury Hospital, he served his country as a Captain in the U.S. Army for
three and a half years in the 35th Armored Tank Battalion in Germany and
Italy. Upon his honorable discharge, he entered a surgical residency at Buffalo
General Hospital, and began private practice as a general surgeon at Hartford
Hospital in 1966, retiring in 1997. Though careers end, a Calling never does:
Alas, retirement did not take. So he went back to his life’s work and began a
nineteen year career in Occupational Medicine, finally retiring in full in 2016 at
St. Francis Hospital. In addition, Dr. Bradley served as trustee of the Hartford
Medical Society, was a member of the Connecticut Medical Society, The
Hartford County Medical Association, and the Beaumont Medical History Club
at Yale, New Haven. Shortly after beginning medical school, Donald met his
wife, Barbara Burke, in 1953 at Flower Fifth Avenue Hospital in NYC where
she was attending nursing school. They married in 1956, and he graduated in
1957. The births of their sons, Donald, Burke, and lan followed and by 1969,
the family had settled in West Hartford. Medicine was not his job, it was truly
his calling. He loved his patients, and they loved him back, some becoming
friends for life. He was a loving husband and to his sons a role model for work



ethic and integrity. By his grandchildren and great grandchildren he was
known as Poppy, an entertaining storyteller and larger than life character. He
will be dearly missed by them all. In addition to his love of medicine and
family, he was an avid pen and clock collector, history buff, voracious reader,
and world traveler.

He leaves behind his devoted wife of sixty two years, Barbara, their oldest
son, Donald F. Bradley IIl and his wife Christine, their children Colton and
Sarah; their second son, Burke Thompson Bradley, MD, his wife Amy, their
children, Quinn, Keavy, Declan, and Roarke; and their youngest son lan
Strong Bradley, his wife Renee, and daughters Lea and Xenia. From his
granddaughter Quinn and her husband German Menjivar, he was blessed with
two great grandchildren, Halen and Willa. He is also survived by all four of his
brothers, Thompson Bradley, Edward Mix Bradley, Orrin Terhune Bradley, and
Nicholas Holt Bradley. A memorial service celebrating Dr. Bradley’s life will be
held Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at 12:00pm at South Congregational Church
Hartford. A reception will follow in Gray Hall.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made in Dr. Bradley’s
name to the “Step Up” Campaign which will fund the Historic Preservation of
the Brownstone front steps of the South Congregational Church, founded in
1670 in Hartford, CT. www.scchartford.org
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