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April 30, 2021

Barbara Gitchell, 84 of West Hartford, daughter of the late Joseph and Mildred
(Millie) Andrews, passed away Friday, April 30, 2021. Barbara was born and
raised in Hartford and graduated from Hartford High School. Her family and
lifelong friends remember her for her beautiful rose garden she tended each
year as well as her sharing the fragrant and showy blooms from her garden.
Barbara had a boundless love of animals of all kinds, especially songbirds. In
her home she kept a unique clock in the living room which sang a different
bird song at each hour. She loved to shop finding new places to discover and
procured a turtle statuette collection she displayed and loved to share in with
her grandchildren, especially the bobbles. Barbara is even known to have
owned two Painted (Sun) turtles. Barbara is predeceased by her parents as
well as her devoted husband, Lawrence Gitchell of 12 years, brothers Fred
Andrews, Joey Andrews and wife Nancy, and John Andrews. She leaves
behind son, Donald Eugene Randall of West Hartford; daughter, Dawn Parizo
and deceased husband Mitch of Burlington; daughter, Denise Tripp of Bristol;
and son, Darren Joseph Randall and wife Donna of Unionville; 7
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. She also leaves behind Ruth
(Gitchell) Rempt of Bloomfield; and Alice (Gitchell) and husband Jamie
Cromartie of Egg Harbor, NJ; and their sons Ben and Robert Lawrence. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be held Monday, May 3, at 11:00 a.m. at St.
Thomas the Apostle Church, 872 Farmington Ave., West Hartford with burial
immediately following at Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery, Bloomfield. Calling hours



are Monday from 9:30 to 10:30 at Molloy Funeral Home, 906 Farmington Ave.,
West Hartford. The family would like to express our deep gratitude for the
wonderful help and care given by Hughes Health & Rehabilitation. Online
expressions of sympathy may be made at www.molloyfuneralhome.com.



Cemetery Details

Mt. St. Benedict Cemetery

1 Cottage Grove Rd.
Bloomfield, CT

Previous Events

Calling Hours

MAY 3. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (ET)

Molloy Funeral Home
906 Farmington Ave
West Hartford, CT 06119
(860) 232-1322

Mass of Christian Burial

MAY 3. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Thomas the Apostle
872 Farmington Ave.
West Hartford, CT
(860) 233-8269
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Luci, John, Gianni Gardner - May 01, 2021 at 02:06 PM

Luci, John, Gianni Gardner purchased the Treasu
red Lilies Spray for the family of Barbara
Andrews Gitchell.

Donald E Randall - May 01, 2021 at 07:06 AM

My mom was a loving and caring person. She always helped others
in times of need. She was a fighter and though she had many
hardships in life she never gave up. I will love and miss her forever.
She was and always will be my soul and inspiration. As her
caregivers said "My Wonder Woman". Donnie and Snoopy.

Alice Gitchell - April 30, 2021 at 08:00 PM

Barb had lots of energy and a wonderful laugh! I remember the
animals she adopted, including a rabbit. I'm sorry I live too far away
to attend her memorial service. Wishing all families members the
comfort of happy memories. From Alice Gitchell, Jamie Cromartie,
Ben Cromartie and Robert Lawrence Cromartie.
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